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IIT, IISc professors join the fight for net neutrality 

TOI Tech | Apr 23, 2015, 12.53 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-IISc-professors-join-the-fight-for-net-

neutrality/articleshow/47024566.cms 

NEW DELHI: Senior faculty members of top educational institutions of the country, including IITs and IISc, have come out 

in support of the cause of net neutrality. 

 

Around 50 faculty members from India's top institutions have issued a joint statement countering arguments included in 

Trai's consultation paper that focus on why network neutrality must be compromised or weakened. The statement 

substantiates the counter arguments with different examples to conclude that there are no sound technical or economic 

reasons to violate net neutrality in the country. 

 

Members include Bhaskaran Raman, professor, Department of CSE, IIT Bombay, Jayant Haritsa, professor, Department 

of CSA, IISc Bangalore, and Amitabha Bagchi, associate professor, Department of CS&E, IIT Delhi. 

 

The statement focuses on four technical aspects of digital networks, and urges the authority to strongly support net 

neutrality. 

 

The statement firstly counters Trai's argument that net neutrality must be violated to solve congestion in the network. 

 

It mentions that the argument is fundamentally flawed technically as congestion can effectively be addressed by looking 

only at the quantity of data, while preserving net neutrality. "For instance, it would be well within the principles of net 

neutrality to serve the first GB of a user's data fast, and the second GB of data slower. The second GB can also be priced 

higher." 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-IISc-professors-join-the-fight-for-net-neutrality/articleshow/47024566.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-IISc-professors-join-the-fight-for-net-neutrality/articleshow/47024566.cms
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The statement iterates it with an example of a post office that gets 90% postal mail from 10% of its users. It can either 

impose limits of quantity of mail, or price differentially based on amount of mail sent, or simply increase its capacity, it 

mentions. "What it cannot do is to pry open every letter and price differently based on the content. To do so would be 

absurd. Likewise, if a road network is facing congestion, it would be absurd to charge road tax based on the identity of 

who is using the road, or based on whether the commuter is going to a bank or to a grocery store next to the bank," it 

adds. 

 

READ ALSO: What is net neutrality and why it is important? 

 

The statement from the faculty also counters the Trai argument that net neutrality must be violated to provide service 

differentiation. " Network neutrality does not mean there is no service differentiation. It means that the choice for 

better service is made by the end customer, not by the network. For instance, if a remote clinic wants a certain network 

capacity to a city hospital's telemedicine portal, it chooses to buy that extra capacity by paying the network operator. On 

the other hand, if net neutrality is violated, and the network operator made the choice, the clinic could end up with the 

same network capacity, not to the required hospital website, but to an e-commerce website of no use to the intended 

telemedicine," says the statement. 

 

The statement also emphasises on how net neutrality is critical to internet architecture. " The internet architecture is 

essentially one where intelligence is pushed to the edge of the network: these are the content servers as well as the 

clients of these services at the other edge of the network (the smart-phones and laptops and PCs). This idea is 

fundamental to internet's success. This is the reason why any small developer or business can develop a website or 

smart-phone app and have it used by its customers. This contrasts the traditional telephone architecture where the end 

device is dumb and the network is intelligent (relatively speaking): you can do nothing but punch numbers or receive 

phone calls using the end device. The relative success of each of these models and the fact that even telephone 

companies have adopted the Internet model speaks for itself as to which architecture is better for innovation, for the 

economy, and for society. So when telecom network operators seek more control of how much traffic is used to which 

website or application (i.e., violate net neutrality by having "intelligence" in the network), the fundamental idea behind 

the Internet is under threat. The implications of this are huge, given that the Internet is central to today's information 

age," the group adds. 

 

The statement concludes by terming the Trai consultation paper as misleading and confusing in title and terminology. 

 

It says the title as well the entire document uses the term "over-the-top" (OTT) services as though such services are 

some special services or applications. However, any standard digital networks textbook would state that any service or 

application using the internet, runs "over-the-top" of the network. "There is no example of an application which is not 

"over-the-top". Thus the proposed regulatory framework encompasses every application and every use of the internet, 

not just some special services. While the term OTT is common outside the consultation paper, it is misleading all the 

same. It is like a road construction company calling a school accessible by the road as an over-the-top service. Sure, one 

has to use the road to reach the school, but the term suggests that the road somehow has a role in the school's 

education service over and above just using the road to reach the school," it mentions. 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/What-is-net-neutrality-and-why-it-is-important/articleshow/46902071.cms
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IIT-Indore Director’s performance to be evaluated by MHRD 

team this month 

http://www.freepressjournal.in/iit-indore-directors-performance-to-be-evaluated-by-mhrd-team-this-month/ 

Indore : A committee of experts will visit Indian Institute of Technology Indore (IIT-I) this month to evaluate 

its progress and performance of Director Prof Pradeep Mathur, who is on an extension since his term expired 

last December. 

The committee comprises nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar, T D Dogra and Kiran Mazumdar Shaw. 

After visiting the IIT Indore campus, the panel will submit its report to the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (MHRD) for continuation of the existing Director or selection of fresh candidate. 

Sources in the IIT-I said that the committee is likely to visit the campus next week. The term of Mathur had 

expired on December 31, but the MHRD asked him to stay on the post till its next order. The process for 

appointment generally begins six months ahead of the completion of director’s term. But, due to general 

elections in mid-year in 2014 and change in guard at the Centre, the process got delayed at IIT-I. 

The MHRD now has hinted at completing the process soon. 

Established in 2009, the IIT Indore saw its first director in Mathur. He completed his five years of term but it 

was full of controversies. 

He first came in a controversy when the institute Deputy Ddirector Prof A S Khanna quit the post alleging that 

Mathur was focusing on science, not engineering. 

Terming the selection of a ‘scientist’ for the post of director of engineering institute wrong, Khanna had said, 

“There can’t be a bigger blunder than that. The result today is that at IIT Indore, the Director is converting 

Institute of Technology into an Institute of Science by neglecting engineering requirements.” 

A few months later, Mathur drew flak from local public representatives for not inviting them in convocation 

ceremony in which President Pranab Mukherjee was the chief guest. 

The IIT Indore director was also pulled up by the MHRD for delaying construction of its own campus in 

Simrol. 

High-quality, low-cost medical devices created at IIT-B lab  

 Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: In the backdrop of the Make in India initiative, a host of researchers from the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Bombay, (IIT-B), are collaborating with expert doctors from local hospitals to develop indigenous 

medical devices.  

A multi-disciplinary, multi- institutional Biomedical Engineering and Technology Incubation Centre (BETiC) 

set up in IIT-B is converting innovative ideas from doctors into high-quality, low-cost medical devices, 

specifically designed for the Indian population.  

http://www.freepressjournal.in/iit-indore-directors-performance-to-be-evaluated-by-mhrd-team-this-month/
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Two engineering insti-tutes — namely, College of Engineering Pune and Visvesvaraya National Institute of 

Technology, Nagpur – are also part of BETiC.  

The teams have biomedical, mechanical, materials, electronics and software engineers collaboratively working 

on medical devices ranging from diagnostic to surgical instruments and even mobilebased software.  

As part of its collaborative efforts, the teams have created a tissue stiffness measuring device t hat can be used 

to diagnose vulnerability to the diabetic foot condition, which could result in amputation of foot, if undiagnosed 

and untreated.  

A prototype of the device is ready and a patent application has been filed.  

“This would be the first-ofits-kind wireless device that would be available to clinicians. There are similar 

devices globally, but they are restricted to research labs,” said Dr Rajani Mullerpatan of MGM Hospital, Vashi, 

who collaborated with IIT-B on creating the device.  

Another device that is almost completed is a multidegree freedom laparoscope for minimally invasive surgeries 

in the abdominal cavity. This novel instrument developed in collaboration with Dr Suresh Deshpande, an 

internationally acclaimed laparoscopy surgeon from Kolhapur, provides an additional degree of 

manoeuvrability, reducing the risk of tissue damage and makes operating easy for surgeons.  
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